Social Studies 6 Class Syllabus- Middleton


Overall Objectives

In this class you will have the opportunity to explore topics that you find interesting as well as have advanced studies in your particular section of the middle school social studies curriculum.  The main areas that we will focus on this academic year are creative and higher-order thinking skills, organization, along with verbal and written communication skills.  We will also be doing a variety of projects that use STEAM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Arts-Mathematics) philosophies that incorporate and allow for many different types of learning.  This gives students a variety of ways to use their creative and unique skills sets to bring the academic setting alive.
In The American Journey and United States History:  Civil War to the Present you will be introduced to an overview of American History from the Westward expansion/railroad era to present day.  You will be able to highlight how America became a world power during the Industrial Revolution, and how the America experiment led to the most effective and most powerful nation in the history of the world.  Other objectives involve the ability to describe how events in American history developed, what happened, and how those events shaped the American landscape today.  Major topics that you will be able to discuss include the growth of the railroads, The Industrial Revolution, The Jazz Age, World War 1, The Great Depression, World War 2, The Age of the Nuclear Family, The Korean War, The Space Race, The 1960’s, The Vietnam War, The Cold War, The Technology Age, 9/11 and The War on Terror.  We will also use technology to aid in the exploration of the vast resources available to the modern learner.
Course of Study

The particular course of study that pertains to you can be found at: 

The class Edmodo page or alternately at- http://tcss.schoolwires.net/Page/9110 
Materials Needed

· You will be required to have a 1” three-ringed binder (Do Not get one bigger than 2”)

· Optional but strongly recommended  **USB Memory Flash Drive** 
· 5 section dividers for your binder (Starters, Notes, Daily Work, Tests, and Writings on colored tabs)

· One pack of paper

· Pens or Pencils
· Colored Pencils
Grading will be done using a total point system.  

Types of Grades

· Class Participation 
· Starters

· Daily/Homework Assignments

· Written papers/reports

· Interest Projects
· Quizzes/Tests

Make-Up Work

**It is your responsibility to see me or visit the class website to get any missed work**

CLASSROOM RULES

1.  Bring all required materials to class every day.

2.  Always keep the room and hallways orderly.  Clean up any mess you have made.

3.  Refrain from distracting others.

4.  Obtain permission before speaking out in class.

5.  Seek permission before leaving you seat unless you have been given specific 

     directions that say you are allowed to freely leave your seat, and ALWAYS be where

you are supposed to be.

6.  Have all your materials ready and be in your seat before the tardy bell rings.

7.  Do what adults tell you to do when they tell you to do it.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

1.  Come into class quietly and in an orderly manner.

2.  Have all materials ready to begin the class before you enter the room.

3.  You will have a starter activity at the beginning of each day.  Come in and immediately begin working on it.  It will be taken down four minutes after the tardy bell has sounded.  It will count as a 10-point grade which will be turned in at the end of each week.  All 5 starters must be completed and neat when submitted for full credit to be awarded.

4.  You are responsible for keeping your work area clean.  Clean up any mess you make before you leave.  Replace any materials you borrowed where you got them.

5.  All cheating will result in your failure for an activity or assignment.  This includes borrowing someone’s homework to get the answers as well as plagiarism.  Copying and pasting someone else’s work from the Internet is plagiarism.  I will know and you will reap what you sow.

6.  Write all assignments on your assignment calendar.  This will benefit you now and in the days and years to come.  This will be part of our attempt at better organization.

7.  Always title your work the same way.  An example is below:


**Name:   Johnny Doe
Class Number: 9 (top right of page and circled)

    Period:  1st Period


    Assignment:  Ch. 13 Sec. 1 (1-4, 6)

**Be specific when describing the assignment so I will know exactly what it is**

**Place your title in the upper right hand of each paper you submit.**

8.  See me concerning any questions on make-up work.  Remember to visit the class Edmodo page first, another student next, and then see me if you have any additional questions.  You have two days to get you make-up work submitted unless I tell you otherwise.

9.  When the phone rings, announcements are made, or a visitor enters the classroom, stop talking immediately so the message when need to hear can be heard.

10.  The class will begin getting ready for dismissal when I say.  When that occurs begin cleaning up and readying your materials to leave.

Chapters covered in our curriculum
Chapter 18- America Moves West

Chapter 19- The Growth of Industry

Chapter 20- Toward an Urban America

Chapter 21- Progressive Reforms

Chapter 22- Overseas Expansion

Chapter 23- World War I

Chapter 24- The Jazz Age

Chapter 25- The Depression and FDR

Chapter 26- World War II

Chapter 27- The Cold War Era

Chapter 28- America in the 50’s

Chapter 29- The Civil Rights Era

Chapter 30- The Vietnam Era

Chapter 31- Search for Stability

Chapter 32- New Challenges
