U. S. HISTORY TO 1877 COURSE SYLLABUS

Instructor: Mr. Scott Brown 
(205) 342-2777

jsbrown@tcss.net

Conference times may be scheduled for 6th period (1:07-2:01).
Remind:

1st, 3rd, and 5th periods – Text @bhsadvhis to 81010

2nd, 4th, and 7th periods – Text @bhshist1 to 81010

Course Description and Prerequisites:

U. S. History to 1877 is the first part of a two-course study of U. S. History. It is required of all 10th grade students. The course examines the social, political, and economic history of the United States from pre-historic times to the late 19th century. It fulfills the standard diploma graduation requirement for one unit of U. S. History. The prerequisite required for enrollment in the course is tenth grade status.
Text and Materials:
Gerald Danzer; Jorge Klor de Alva; Larry Kriger; Louis Wilson; Nancy Woloch (2012). The Americans. Holt McDougal.

Students are expected to bring something to write with and a three-ring binder to class everyday unless announced differently.

Essential Academic Functions:
Each student must demonstrate the ability to function at the tenth-grade level in the following areas:

1. Read and comprehend text and supplemental readings

2. Communicate (in writing and orally) using standard grammar, sentence and paragraph structure

3. Understand higher order thinking questions on exams

4. Participate in class discussions

5. Take accurate and useful class notes

6. Work effectively and productively in groups and teams

Expectations:
1. A positive attitude in an atmosphere of mutual respect is expected at all times.

2. Students are expected to comply with all policies set forth by the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education regarding tardies, make-up work, standards of behavior, etc. These maybe found in the Student/Parent Information Guide.

3. Attendance is required to successfully complete the course. A portion of the content will extend beyond the scope of the text and will be covered only in classroom discussion. 
4. come to class prepared to work bringing all necessary materials (textbook, paper, writing instruments, notebook) to every class session.

5. All students will be required to read assigned pages in the textbook as well as primary and secondary source materials provided by the instructor.

6. Students will be expected to engage in meaningful writing relating to the historical issues being studied.

Grading:
Grades for this course are based on the total points possible for each nine-week grading period. Each nine weeks, students will be able to accumulate 700 - 1000 points depending on the assignments and tests given.  No points are weighted. Each grade will count equally in the final average. The final grade for each nine-week grading period will be based on various methods of assessment. These methods may include, but are not limited to tests, quizzes, (announced and unannounced) homework assignments, projects, papers and class work. There will be a nine weeks exam at the end of each nine weeks. It will count 20% of the student’s final nine weeks grade. There will also be a comprehensive final exam at the end of the course. The final course grade will be determined by the four nine weeks grades and the final exam. The final exam will count 20% of the final course grade.
Points will be taken off for assignments that are handed in late. Anything later than two days will result in a zero. 

Nine weeks grades will stand on the nines (i.e. if you have a 69, it will not become a 70). Rounding will occur if the score is 5 tenths or above. Final grades will round off the nines (i.e. if you have a 69 it will become a 70).
Advanced classes will be required to complete other projects, book reviews, etc. each nine weeks.

Extra Credit: Extra credit opportunities are offered to students that have handed in every assignment and have no grades of zero. Students cannot raise their nine weeks grade more than one letter grade through extra credit.
Conduct:

1. All Tuscaloosa County Board policies, individual school policies, and classroom rules will be followed.

2. Cell phones are not permitted out in class at any time unless instructed.  This will almost never happen.  Cell phones will be taken up and sent to the office if they are discovered out.
3. Cheating will not be tolerated. Students caught cheating will be given a zero on that material.

Make-up work:

It is the responsibility of the student to get the work that was missed from the instructor.  Tuscaloosa County Board policy states that no student will be allowed to make up any work without a school approved excuse.  Students will be given a reasonable amount of time to make up missed work.  If a student fails to ask the instructor for make-up work or does not complete make-up work, they will receive a zero for the work missed.  

Course Content:

United States History and Geography is a comprehensive two-year sequence beginning in the tenth grade with pre-discovery to 1877 and continuing in the eleventh grade from 1877 to the present. The curriculum builds upon the eight and ninth grade World History and Geography courses and focuses on critical issues and events that encompass historic, geographic, economic, social and political implications specifically relating to the United States. It is aimed at producing responsible citizens who have the ability to make informed decisions.

This study of American History provides the opportunity for students to:

1. Understand the quest for freedom, justice, opportunity and democracy in the United States.

2. Analyze the establishment of representative democracy in America.

3. Relate the significance of the past to their own lives, through the knowledge of the good, bad, and the ugly of American History.

Proposed course outline:*
First Nine Weeks

· Exploration and Settlement of America

· Colonial America

Second Nine Weeks

·  Revolutionary America and the Constitution
· Challenges of the New Nation

Third Nine Weeks

·  Jeffersonian America and the Era of Good Feelings
· The Age of Jackson
Fourth Nine Weeks 
·  Manifest Destiny and the Occupying of the West

The Civil War and Reconstruction

· Transcontinental Railroad and domination of the West

· Permanent displacement of the Native Americans
*This outline is subject to change.
