MAIN IDEA LOGS

Main idea logs require you to synthesize information from dark-typed headings in the textbook and express it in one clear and concise sentence.  This will strengthen your ability to develop a thesis statement for later essays and improve your reading comprehension skills.
 Main idea logs for each chapter should be kept in a spiral or paper tablet notebook (separate from the main class notebook) and will be due before each chapter test. It would be wise to complete 1 section of the chapter each night. Each heading main idea sentence is worth 2 points and each subheading supporting fact is worth 1 point.
· Begin by writing out and underlining the chapter number and title, then below write out and underline the section number and title. 
· Begin an outline by writing out and underlining the blue heading as Roman numeral I.
· Write one clear concise sentence expressing the main idea for the entire blue heading after reading it.  You are not to summarize it, but express the main point the author is trying to make in this heading section. Don't write "The main idea is..."
* Main idea is usually found by answering who, what, when, where, how, why?
· Then for the each red subheading, continue the outline format with a., b., c., etc.... for each letter. Write out the subheading title and underline it, then select the most important bit of information that supports the main idea of the blue heading and write it out. In other words find evidence to support the main idea.
· Skip 2 lines and repeat the process for the next blue heading.
Example – pages 12 - 17
Chapter 1 - Converging Cultures
  -  Section 1 - The Migration to America
    I.  The Asian Migration to America
Write out 1 clear and concise sentence explaining the main idea of the heading paragraph(s).
Ex. “Most scientists believe that nomads following large heards of animals crossed a frozen land bridge from Asia to North America 15 – 30,000 years ago”.
II. Early Civilizations of America


Write out 1 clear and concise sentence explaining the main idea of the heading paragraph(s).

a. The Olmec and Maya - list 1 thing from the red sub heading information that supports the blue 
       
     heading main idea sentence.

b. The Toltec and Aztec - list 1 thing from the red sub heading information that supports the blue 
  
     heading main idea sentence.
III. North American Cultures
      Write out 1 clear and concise sentence explaining the main idea of the heading paragraph(s).
a. The Hohokam - list 1 thing from the red sub heading information that supports the blue 
  heading main idea sentence.
b. The Anasazi - list 1 thing from the red sub heading information that supports the blue 
  
     heading main idea sentence.
c. The Adena and Hopewell Cultures - list 1 thing from the red sub heading information that supports the blue heading main idea sentence.
d. The Mississippian Culture - list 1 thing from the red sub heading information that supports the blue heading main idea sentence.    
