SYLLABUS
A.P. United States History

Mr. Parham                                                                                                                                          

  Email: jparham@tcss.net 

  Also contact me through Remind, Schoology, or Edmodo. Your student has the join codes. 
Purpose:  Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the subject matter and issues of U.S. History. The course prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them that are equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college survey courses.  In this pursuit, the acquisition of factual knowledge is the beginning point of the process, not the end. Students must also develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; making historical analysis and interpretations; utilize reasoning about contextualization, causation, comparison, continuity and change over time; and developing historical arguments. The course also provides eight themes that students explore and incorporate within the subject matter throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places. Students will learn to interpret and evaluate the relative significance of primary and secondary source material and to present their evidence and conclusions clearly and persuasively in essay and spoken format. 

 Course objectives follow the Key Concepts of the 9 APUSH time period units which require students to investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes from 1491 to the present. 
Essential Functions:  Advanced Placement courses are accelerated with a standardized curriculum established by the College Board.  Students in these courses must possess some essential levels of functioning which include the following:
· Read, comprehend, and analyze text and supplemental readings at an advanced level

· Communicate in written and oral forms using standard grammar, sentence, and paragraph structure

· Understand and respond in written and oral forms to higher-order or critical thinking questions

· Comprehend higher order historical themes 

· Actively participate in classroom discussions and cooperative learning groups
· Take active and useful notes and develop independent study skills

· Analyze and evaluate historical problems and issues through primary source materials

Class Rules & Expectations: 
· Comply with all policies set forth by the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education and Tuscaloosa County High 
· Come to class prepared to work, bringing all necessary materials (textbook, paper, pens, pencils) 
· Read assigned pages in the textbook as well as primary and secondary source materials and complete assignments
· Miss class only when absolutely necessary.  Attendance is essential for passing the class and the  National AP Examination. 
· Cheating will not be tolerated. Violation will result in a grade of zero for both the parasite and the voluntary host
· No talking or walking around room when the teacher is speaking before the class. Disrupting class will result in removal from the classroom and/or referral to office

· No writing or marking on any classroom furniture or walls

· Under no circumstances will food, drinks, gum or candy be allowed in this classroom (bottled water is allowed)
· Cell phones are permissible only when teacher requires them for an assignment 

· Always respect the teacher and other students and use appropriate language (i.e. NO profanity)
***Violation of the last 3 rules will result in 2 warnings and then disciplinary action after the 3rd offense***
Primary and Supplementary Texts:  By the People, James W. Fraser (Pearson Publishing) (textbook). The American Spirit (Bailey and Kennedy) and America Through the Eyes of its People (Longman Publishing) (primary source readers). Outside Reading:  Specific outside reading assignments will be required frequently.  These will consist of scholarly essays, additional primary and secondary sources provided by the teacher or found on the internet.
Grading Policy/Assessments:  Formal assessment tests will generally consist of document based multiple-choice questions (approximately 30). In addition to each test there will be a Short Answer Question (SAQ), or a Long Essay Question (LEQ) or a Document Based Question essay (DBQ).  Each test is likely to cover a significantly greater volume of material than many students have previously experienced (2 -3 chapters in the text). These tests will emphasize factual information, multiple causations/multiple outcomes, and the concept of continuity or change over time.  Essays will require interpretation and evaluation of historical events and arguments supported by relevant specific factual information (SFI) and interpretative commentary (IC).  There will be fewer grades per nine weeks than students are accustomed to so each grade takes on more significance than in a non-A.P. class.  There will also be out-of-class essays, chapter quizzes, worksheets, and collaborative group work on other assignments.  A 9 weeks assessment will be weighted between 10% and 20%.  There will be a final exam which will be given just prior to or after the National AP Exam. The final course grade will be determined by averaging the four semesters with the Final Exam. If you take the National Exam you will receive a1.0 bump in your class GPA.
Homework:  Homework will usually consist of completing Chapter Reading Guide Outlines/Essential Questions, primary and/or secondary source analysis exercises and other activities to help facilitate learning the extensive material. The reading load is substantial but if you plan ahead using the Class Calendar it is manageable. There will be occasional outside essays, and projects. Some will be done through our Schoology or Edmodo class management website/app. Please use the class code given to sign up.
Late & No Name Assignments:  During the 1st 9 Weeks period, late assignments will be accepted for half credit and every effort will be made to remedy any nameless papers with no penalty. However, after the 1st 9 Weeks any late assignments and nameless papers will not be accepted and the grades for each will be 0.
AP/College Board Personal Progress Checks: This is an assessment tool created by AP College Board consisting of formative AP questions which serve as progress checks that measure mastery of content and skills through each unit. They consist of multiple-choice questions that are scored automatically and include rationales to explain correct and incorrect answers, and also free-response questions with AP scoring guidelines. We will complete these at home and also in class.
Schoology: This is an online class platform that we will be used for Remote learners but also occasionally by everyone in class. 
Edmodo: usernames should be your first and last name, not nicknames or initials.  Assignments are to be posted directly through Edmodo or in a word document and then submitted through Edmodo. 
Extra Grades:  Students are allowed extra grades (not bonus) each 9 weeks. These will generally consist of one additional SAQ, LEQ or DBQ essay. 
AP Exam:  In order to receive the 1.0 bump in your GPA for the class grade, you must take the National APUSH Exam (a passing grade is not required for the bump). The score of 3 out of a possible 5 is considered a passing grade, however some colleges require a 4 to get credit for their history courses.  Passing the test with the minimum required score relevant to your college of choice will allow you to receive credit for two (2) college US History courses, typically HY 103 & HY 104. Visit this site and enter your college of choice to see their credit requirements for AP courses:  https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
The exam is given in May and costs about $95. Results are issued in July.
 There are 4 parts to the exam. Each is described below:
Multiple Choice—55 Questions | 55 Minutes | 40% of Exam Score

· Questions appear in sets of 2 to 5.

· Students analyze historical texts, interpretations, and evidence.

· Primary and secondary sources, images, graphs, and maps are included.

Short Answer Question (SAQ)—3 Questions | 40 Minutes | 20% of Exam Score

· Analyze historians' interpretations, historical sources, and propositions about history.

· Some questions include texts, images, graphs, or maps.

· Students will choose between two options for the final required short-answer question, each one focusing on a different time period. 

· Question 1 (required): periods 3-8

· Question 2 (required): periods 3-8

· Students choose between Question 3, periods 1-5, and Question 4, periods 6-9

Document Based Question (DBQ)—1 Question | 60 Minutes (includes 15-minute reading period) | 25% of Exam Score

Long Essay Question (LEQ)—1 Question | 40 Minutes | 15% of Exam Score

· Students select among three options, each focusing on a different range of time periods: 

Option 1: periods 1-3      Option 2: periods 4-6    Option 3: periods 7-9
* * * ANY DONATIONS (COPY PAPER, CLEANING SUPPLIES, HAND SANITIZER, TISSUE) ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED!!!!!!!!!!!

Parent signature: _________________________________________________

Student signature: ________________________________________________

                                           
Advanced Placement US History

