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Jimmie Ann Daniels, a Flatwoods Elementary special education teacher who’s earned the gratitude of  
students and their families, has been named an Amazing Teacher for January.

The student in Daniels’ classroom range from kindergarten to fifth grade. She has taught special needs 
students for roughly two decades and holds a multiple abilities degree – which provides dual certification  
in general education and special education – from the University of Alabama.

Daniels said the program fostered a love for special needs children.

“There is a daily reward when you see just the progress that they make,” Daniels said. 

She credits her high school history teacher and cheerleading coach and many others for inspiring her  
career choice.

“I had lots of teachers, as I grew up coming through school that in one way or another, they all had an  
impact on my love for learning,” Daniels said. “They all made an impact on who I am today.”

When the pandemic closed schools last spring, Daniels continued tracking students’ progress with  
home visits.

“We continued out the school year making weekly visits to our kids, making sure their needs are being  
met, they had what they needed and if not, we found a way to do it,” Daniels said.

Now the students are back to in-person learning and love it.

“They’re beaming when they come off the bus or when we get them out of their cars, and they come  
in excited to see what we have for them that day,” Daniels said.

The grandmother of a student who nominated Daniels for the Amazing Teacher award said, “Her daily  
patience with all her students is enforced by her loving personality and kindness. Her inspiring  
determination in helping each student meet their best potential touches my heart.”
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